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The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. ISAKSON).

———

DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker:

WASHINGTON, DC,
October 6, 2004.

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHNNY
ISAKSON to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.

J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

————————

PRAYER

The Reverend John J. Ryan, Pastor,
St. Brendan Roman Catholic Church,
Ormond Beach, Florida, offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Almighty and Eternal God, from all
time and through eternity You guide
those You have created in every en-
deavor.

You place Your own hopes and
dreams in the hearts of men and
women, so that people of every race,
language, and way of life might ad-
vance in the ways of peace and justice.

As we navigate the seas of life, guard
us, defend us, and be with us. Give us
clear direction.

Grant that Your spirit of prudence
and wisdom fill our hearts and minds
to accomplish Your works and lead us
safely to the shores of goodness and
justice.

Gracious God, we thank You for
every blessing we enjoy, for every
goodness we kKnow.

As You have led us over the waters of
the ages, lead us to that freedom which
does not end and is perfected in You
who art our refuge, our strength, our
help in ages past, and our hope for
years to come. Amen.

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from Illinois (Mr. SHIMKUS)
come forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. SHIMKUS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with an
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, a bill of the
House of the following title:

H.R. 4175. An act to increase, effective as of
December 1, 2004, the rates of disability com-
pensation for veterans with service-con-
nected disabilities and the rates of depend-
ency and indemnity compensation for sur-
vivors of certain service-connected disabled
veterans, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate has passed bills of the following
titles in which the concurrence of the
House is requested.

S. 2484. An act to amend title 38, United
States Code, to simplify and improve pay
provisions for physicians and dentists and to
authorize alternate work schedules and exec-
utive pay for nurses, and for other purposes.

S. 2895. An act to authorize the Gateway
Arch in St. Louis, Missouri, to be illumi-
nated by pink lights in honor of breast can-
cer awareness month.

S. 2896. An act to modify and extend cer-
tain privatization requirements of the Com-
munications Satellite Act of 1962.

WELCOMING THE REVEREND JOHN
J. RYAN

(Mr. MICA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. MICA. Mr. Speaker, this morn-
ing, it is my distinct pleasure and real-
ly and truly an honor to welcome fa-
ther John J. Ryan to the United States
House of Representatives.

Father Ryan is the pastor of St.
Brendan Roman Catholic Church in Or-
mond Beach, Florida, which is part of
my district. He is a member of the
presbyterate of the Diocese of Orlando
and has served as a priest for 30 years.

Originally from New Jersey, Father
Ryan has spent the majority of his
priesthood ministering in the Orlando
diocese.

Father Ryan has been a forerunner in
the civic and ecumenical communities.
In 2001, he gathered over 2,000 people of
various faiths to mark the first anni-
versary of September 11.

In this service, he assembled Protes-
tant, Jewish, Muslim, Catholic, and Or-
thodox religious leaders at his parish
as well as representatives of every part
of the civic community, from mayors,
police chiefs, fire chiefs and every
branch of the military service.

Father Ryan is no stranger to bring-
ing together people of every race and
every religion to share their common
bond as members of the human society.
He embodies the perfect blend of civic
pride and religious faith.

Mr. Speaker, the Congress of the
United States is privileged and honored
today by the visit of a humble and
great man, Father John J. Ryan of Or-
mond Beach, Florida.

——————

ENSURING FAIR AND FREE
ELECTIONS IN BELARUS
(Mr. SHIMKUS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)
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